Dear Reader,

Justareminderthat Jesus i s the REASG@MN fChmitshenaS
begins with CHRI ST

O, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemers praise at this time, for

HIS sacrificial Initiative that resultedinour sal vati on

What started with a double humiliation (Phil 2:7, 8) resulted in His exaltation and
worship by all nations and tongues. Last mentioned is challenged each year

when we forget what the reason for the season is.

May we be in the forefront to set the tone by living to His glory even when we are

on vacation.

Special Season s greetings




A

PREMIER SNIPPETS FROM THE THEOLOGICAL INSIGHT OF MART I s
LUTHER

But the angel said to them, Do n otda
you good news that brings great joy to all the people: Today your Savior is born

in the city of David. He is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign for you: You will find
a baby wrapped in strips bauke2cl1042)h and

The angel preached that this child is our Saviour, in whom we should have as
much consolation and joy as in the greatest treasure. Wherever Christ is, all the
angels and God Himself cannot fail to be looking on. And yet this treasure is not
only placed inthelapof Chri st s Mot her, but is
as he says; He is to be your own. You shall profit from Him and all that He has in
Heaven and on earth will be yours. Whoever hears this
deservers to be thrust done nine cubits below the earth by a thunderbolt.
(Luther s Breviary 2007)

WOW! Do you feel as strong about Christ, the Christmas treasure as Luther?
(Ed)

PRAYER AFTER COP17, 16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM, AIDS DAY

Let us pray for strength for those who promote care for the environment, social
welfare and peace in the world; for the end of stigma, racial and national hatred.
Let us pray for men and women in authority in government and the corporate
world. Let us pray for our daily bread, for our work, thatitmayb e done
glory for justice and righteousness; for faithfulness and honesty and for increased
efforts to attain unity and order in all our world affairs. Let us pray for faith in
God s guidance and Hi s power,ifiverepereand t h

amend our ways.

BEINGIN PRISON OVER CHRISTMAS
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Prison Chaplains and Gospel workers will tell you that the Christmas period is the
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most difficult time for inmates. The separation from loved ones, family and friends
becomes unbearable and attempts at escape skyrocket during this period.
Depression, likewise can lead to attempts at suicide as they cannot accept their

fate and the senselessness of imprisonment and rehabilitation.

May we do what is within our means these weeks by visits, letters, cards, gifts
and most important prayers. This calls for wisdom and grace when we
personalize these attempts as feelings and emotions can be very diverse on an

individual level.

Still it is my humble opinion that forgiveness can be a key, more so for us, and
our ability to move on than for the inmate. Please do not allow that your emotions
keep you in a prison too.

Furthermore, cherish your freedom; do not partake in foolish things and lifestyles

just because it is Christmas-it can ruin your life and future!
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(Adapted from an email)
Instead of tangible fleeting presents, we pray on you
Friendship that will outlast any challenge;
Good Health with which to enjoy life;
Happiness and Cheer that are contagious so others can be blessed too;

Peace of God that will sustain you;

APrayerforGod s continuous guidance 1in
and HOPE when challenges turn to problems.

AND FOR 2012-

May you have the Best Year Ever under the protection of God!

PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE (Reminder






